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filXERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 
FCT/AU2004/001299 



(ox No. I 



Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on: 
fxl The international application in tiie language in which it was filed 



I 



I — I A translation of the international application into , which is the language of a 

' — ' translation furnished for the purposes of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1 (b)) 

[ [ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

[ I international preliminary examination (Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 
With regard to liie elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally 
filed" and are not annexed to this report): 
j [ the international application as originally filed/furnished 

|X| the description: 

pages 1-3,7-12,14-20 as originally filed/fomished 

pages 4-6b, 13, received by this Authority on 26 April 2005 with the letter of the same 

pages receivedby this Authority on- with the letter of 



Xl the claims: 



[X| the drawings: 



pages as originally filed/furnished 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 1 9, 

21-25, receivedbytiiis Authority on 26 April 2005 with the letter of the same 
, received by this Authority on with the letter of 



pages 1/2-2/2 as originally filed/furnished 



pages 



, received by this Authority on with the letter of 
pages , received by this Authority on with the letter of 

I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
3, The amendments. have resulted in the cancellation of: 

P I I ^® description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I tiie sequence listing f5pec(^^: 

I I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (Spec^;: 

4 r~l This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 

made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 
70.2(c)). 

[ I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. ' • ^ 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I [ the sequence listing (specif): 

\ I any table(s) related to the sequence listing ftpecfi^;;: 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "stq>erseded. ' 
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Intanationai application No. 
PCT/AU2004/001299 



Jox No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appUcabiUty; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement ^ ■ 



I. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-43 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-43 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (LA) 


Claims 


1-43 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



Dl: us 6733654 
D2: JP 11-123383 
D3:JP 11-244862 

Claim 1, 2 and 32 each define reuse of water treated by electrocoagulation in a closed syste";,^^^^;? 
SidMon of chemicals. D1-D3 do not disclose this method of water treatment See however the mdication 

contained in Box VI "Certain documents cited". 

Therefore, claims 1-43 are novel and inventive over each of D1-D3. 

All claims are industrially iqpplicable. 
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International application No. 
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Box No. VI Certain documents cited 



I. Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 

Publication date 

{dav/month/year) 

1 January 2004 



Application No. 

Patent No. 

P,XCN 1465803 



Filing date 
(dav/montJi/vear) 

7 June 2002 



Priority date ( valid claim) 
{dav/month/vear) 

7 June 2002 



This citation discloses all the important features of claims 1, 2 and 32. The applicant has specifically excluded 
magnetic separation to attempt to distinguish the instant application from the citation. However, a person skilled m th 
|rt would substitute the separation method with any other from common general knowledge in order, such as settling, 
notation etc. 



2. Non-written disclosures (Rule 70,9) 



Kind of non-written disclosure 



Date of non-written disclosure 
(day/month/year) 



Date of written disclosure 
referring to non-written disclosure' 
(dav/month/vear) 
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